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The Genus Disporum, Salisb. 

An anonymous writer in the Botanical Gazette for June, 
selecting the genus Disporum, Salisb., 1815, apparently as an 
example for the basis of argument, discusses the method to be 
adopted in transferring to it the species of Prosartes, Don, 1839, 
these two genera having long been shown to be practically iden- 
tical, which circumstance he deplores for the curious reason "that 
it is an advantage to keep the groups apart on account of their 
difference of habitat." He gives a list of the presumed American 
species under Disporum, and concludes that inasmuch as this is 
the first time that these binomials have appeared in print, they 
must be attributed to the editors of the Gazette, Professors Arthur, 
Barnes and Coulter, or "in the necessary process of condensation 
this becomes inevitably A. B.C." He entirely overlooks in his 
effort to find the just course to pursue, the very simple and ad- 
vantageous method of citing the author of the original name in a 
parenthesis, thus giving due credit to all concerned. 

Now, leaving out of consideration the injustice done the editors 
of the Gazette in the assumption of the anonymous writer in sup- 
posing that they would have treated the genus in this manner and 
thus "making them say what they do not say " it is also to be 
remembered that the printing of a mere list of names does not 
constitute publication and fortunately the unjust attribution of 
eight species of Disporum to Arthur, Barnes and Coulter can 
never come to be recognized. It is not as simple as A. B.C. 

In the light of present knowledge the species should stand as 
follows : — 

(A) Asiatic. 

D. calcaratum (Wall.), Don. 

var. Hamiltonianum (Wall.), Baker. 

D. sessile (Thunb.), Don. 
var. minus, Miquel. 
var. stenopliyllum, Franch. & Sav. 

D. Chinense (Ker). {Uvularia Chinensis, Ker, Bot. Mag., t. 
916; D. pullum, Salisb.) 
var. PARVIFLORUM (Wall.) {Uvularia parviflora, Wall., Asiat. 
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Researches, xiii., 378 ; D. pullum, Salisb., var. parvi- 
florum, Baker, Journ. Linn. Soc, xiv., 589.) 
D. Leschenaultianum (Wall.), Don. 
D. smilacinum, Gray. 

(B) American. 

D. Menziesii (Don). {Prosartes Menziesii, Don, Trans. Linn 
Soc, xviii., 533, read Dec. 3, 1839, and probably issued 
during that or the next year, although the volume bears 
date 1 841; {Uvularia Smithii, Hook., Flor. Bor. Amer., 
ii., 174, t. 189, 1840). 

D. LANUGINOSUM (Michx.) {Streptopus lanuginosus, Michx., 
Flor. Bor. Amer., i., 201 ; Prosartes lanuginosus, Don., 
Trans. Linn. Soc, xviii., 532). 

D. MACULATUM (Buckley). {Streptopus maculatus, Buckley, 
Amer. Journ. Sci., (II), xlv., 170; Prosartes maculata, 
Gray, loc. cit., xlvii., 201). A specimen from the moun- 
tains of Georgia, contributed by Dr. Chapman, has dots 
on some of the perianth segments and none on others, but 
possesses the wooly ovary of the species. 

D. trachycarpum (Watson), Benth & Hook. {Prosartes 
trachycarpa, Watson, Bot. King's Exp., 344). This 
ranges southward to the Mogollon Mountains of Arizona 
(Mearns, Nos. 41 and 69, 1887; also Bill William's Mt, 
Central Arizona (Rusby, No. 843, 1881). 

D. HOOKERI (Torr). {Prosartes Hookeri, Torr., Pacif. R. R. Rep., 

iv., 144). 
var. oblongifolium (Watson). {P. Hookeri, Torr., var. 

oblongifolium, Watson, Bot. Cal., ii., 179). 
D. trachyandrum (Torr.) {Prosartes trachyandra, Torr., loc. 

cit.) 
D. MAJUS (Hook.) {Uvularia lanuginosa, Pers., var major, 

Hook., Flor. Bor. Amer., ii., 174; Prosartes Oregana, 

Watson, Proc. Amer. Acad., xiv., 271). 
D. PARVIFOLIUM (Watson). {Prosartes parvifolia, Watson, Bot. 

Cal., ii., 179.) 

N. L. Britton. 



